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RESUMEN

El tiburdn ballena Rhincodon typus es el pez mas grande existente y, debido a su tamafio
y caracter docil, se ha convertido en el simbolo de la Isla Holbox debido a que las
agregaciones anuales que forma representan para la poblacién un tipo de capital natural
que ha ido en aumento desde hace aproximadamente quince afios. En los ultimos afios,
los prestadores de servicios turisticos de la Isla han mostrado un fuerte interés en la
regulacion de la actividad recreativa ya que los problemas principales radican en que el
Area de Proteccion de Flora y Fauna Yum Balam no cuenta con un plan de manejo
actual, en su relacion conflictiva con los prestadores turisticos de Cancun e Isla Mujeres y
en una préacticamente inexistente regulacion/supervisién por parte de instancias
gubernamentales; de las cuales deriva una falta de control sobre el impacto que genera el
turismo sobre la especie. La finalidad del presente estudio es contribuir a la mejora en el
manejo de la actividad recreativa y las estrategias de politica publica, asi como en el
conocimiento actual de la especie y lo relacionado con el impacto que se genera en ella
debido al turismo poco regulado.

Se aplicaron 287 encuestas a turistas que realizaron la actividad de observacion y
nado con tiburdn ballena (partiendo desde la Isla Holbox) constituidas por tres secciones
de preguntas: 1) preguntas de caréacter sociodemogréafico, 2) nivel de satisfaccion del
turista y 3) mercado hipotético y vehiculo de pago. Asimismo, el presente estudio utilizd
la técnica de valoracion contingente para estimar la disposicidn a pagar de los turistas por
apoyar en proyectos de conservacion y manejo de tiburon ballena. Se concluye que los
turistas estan dispuestos a pagar un monto superior al establecido por la Comision
Nacional de Areas Naturales Protegidas y que dicho monto esta relacionado con su

satisfaccion con la actividad recreativa.
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ABSTRACT

The whale shark Rhincodon typus is the largest existing fish and, due to its size and
docile nature, has become the symbol of Holbox Island thanks to the annual aggregations
it forms represent for the population a form of natural capital that has been increasing for
about fifteen years. In recent years, the providers of tourist services of the Island have
shown a strong interest in the regulation of recreational activity since the main problems
lie in the fact that the Area of Protection of Flora and Fauna Yum Balam does not have a
current management plan, in its conflictive relationship with the tourist providers of
Cancun and Isla Mujeres and in a practically non-existent regulation/supervision by
governmental instances; from which derives a lack of control over the impact generated
by tourism on the species. The purpose of this study is to contribute to the improvement
in the management of recreational activity and public policy strategies, as well as in the
current knowledge of the species and what is related to the impact that is generated in it
due to unregulated tourism.

There were applied 287 surveys to tourists who have done whale shark
observation and swimming activities (starting from Isla Holbox) constituted by three
sections of questions: 1) sociodemographic questions, 2) level of tourist satisfaction and
3) hypothetical market and payment vehicle. Likewise, the present study used the
contingent valuation technique to estimate tourists’ willingness to pay for supporting
whale shark conservation and management projects. It is concluded that tourists are
willing to pay an amount higher than that is established by National Commission of
Natural Protected Areas and that this amount is related to their satisfaction with the

recreational activity.

Key words: whale shark, surveys, Holbox, economic valuation, WTP.



“La gente protege lo que ama, ama lo que entiende y entiende lo que se le ensena.”

Jacques-Yves Cousteau

“The most important environmental issue is one that is rarely mentioned, and that is the

’

lack of a conservation ethic in our culture.’

Gaylord Nelson
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